Messages written by Willis Bishop some years ago. 

Sent as a Christmas message. 


WHAT GIFT? 

"Now thanks be to God for his indescribable 
(unspeakable--KJV) gift." (II Cor. 9:15) 

One opinion says the gift is the gift of God's grace to believers 
(see II Cor. 8:1). Another says the gift is salvation (see II Cor. 
8:9). A third view is that the context of the chapter (read it for 
better understanding) points to the liberal sharing (vs. 13) that 
the Corinthians were practicing. The recipients of the sharing 
were, therefore, praying for the Corinthians (vs. 14). It is this 
feeling among Christians that Paul calls indescribable. 

Still others say it is not possible that the gift which cannot be 
fully expressed (indescribable) is anything less than God's supreme 
gift of His Son. (Paul occasionally breaks out into praise and 
thanksgiving of this kind in his other writings--compare Romans 9:5; 
Romans 11:33,36; I Cor. 15:57). 

At Christmastime I like this last view best! So, "Let us close our 
lexicons, put aside our grammars, and let us rather bow our heads in 
worship as we say out of full hearts, 'Thanks be unto God for His 
unspeakable Gift’." (Welch) 


THE LAST NEW YEAR 
(under the present system of time) 

"And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall 

be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying; and there shall be no 

more pain, for the former things have passed away. And He that 
sat upon the throne said, 'Behold, I make all things new'." 

See Rev. 21:4,5a. 

We all are interested (or should be) in the future--near and immedi¬ 
ate, and far and distant. 

Probably the strongest Bible term for the distant future is "forever 
and ever" (literally, "unto the ages of the ages"). See Rev. 22:5. 

We are all interested (or should be) in what our part in that 

distant future will be. 

If I understand the above text correctly, John has brought us to the 
end of dispensations as we know them, and we stand at the beginning 
of the ages of forever and ever. The effects of sin will be removed 
(except in the Lake of Fire). So John writes of tears gone and for¬ 
gotten, death destroyed, and the penalties of sin blotted out. 


* * * * * * * 



